
Topic explanation:
Prefixes and Suffixes



Prefixes and Suffixes

In the context of language, pre�xes and su�xes are morphemes, or units of 

meaning, that are added to the beginning (pre�x) or end (su�x) of a word to 

modify its meaning. They play a crucial role in expanding vocabulary and conveying 

nuanced meanings. Let's delve into a brief explanation of pre�xes and su�xes:

Prefixes Suffixes

Understanding pre�xes and su�xes can signi�cantly contribute to vocabulary 

development and comprehension, allowing individuals to decipher the meanings of 

unfamiliar words. This topic is essential for language learners as it provides 

valuable insights into word construction and enhances overall language skills.



Pre�xes

A pre�x is a group of letters added to the 

beginning of a word to change its meaning.

Example

The pre�x "un-" is often used to indicate the opposite or absence 

of something. For instance, "happy" becomes "unhappy" when the 

pre�x is added.



Su�xes

A su�x is a group of letters added to the end of a

word to alter its meaning or form a derivative.

Example

Consider the su�x "-er," which is commonly added to verbs to 

indicate a person or thing that performs a particular action. For 

example, "teach" becomes "teacher."




