Technology Innovation
and Social Change

What is Social Change? Social change means big shifts in how societies
behave and what they believe over time. Examples include ending slavery,
the industrial revolution, and the feminist movement. These changes often
start with social movements.
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Theories of Social Change: Sociologists have developed theories to
understand big, long-term changes in societies. They look for patterns and
causes of these changes. The theories include evolutionary, functionalist,
and conflict theories.

Technology's Role in Society: Technology has a huge impact on our lives,
from communication to daily activities. It can also be used for social
change, but it's essential to consider the whole picture, including society's
state, history, and culture.

Different Views on Social Change: There are various perspectives on how
societies change. For example, how recent events can affect our view of
change. While some changes are positive, like in the U.S., others, like in
Mussolini's Italy or Hitler's Germany, were not.

Ogburn’s Theory of Technology and Social Change: William Fielding
Ogburn, a sociologist, proposed a theory in 1922. He believed technology
changes lead to social changes but society often reacts slowly to new
tech. His theory identified four stages of tech development: Invention,
Accumulation, Diffusion, and Adjustment.

Technology and World History: Some technologies have changed the
world. For example:

e Electrification: Before electricity, only candles and lanterns were used
for light. Electricity brought new techs like telephones and electric
ovens.

e Motorization: The invention of cars and other vehicles changed how
we transport things and led to the building of roads and highways.
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The Future of Technology: Many believe the Internet of Things (IoT) and
Artificial Intelligence (Al) are the next big tech revolutions. Al, with machine
learning, could replace many human tasks.

Impact of Technology on Society: Technology shapes our lives and
crosses borders. It has evolved from simple tools like fire and the wheel to
complex systems. It also changes social institutions, such as families and
governments.

Technology, Industrialization, and Urbanization:
e Industrialization: The rise of factories has transformed economies and
led to urban areas growing.
e Urbanization: As industries grow, cities expand, and more people move
from rural areas to cities.
N
Modernization and Communication: Modernization means adopting new
ways of living. Advances in science and tech have made societies more
modern. Communication and transportation technologies have also
advanced, making global interaction easier.

Economic and Social Impacts

e Economic Change: The factory system has created new social classes.

e Technology and Unemployment: Machines have replaced many human
jobs.

e Technology and War: Advances in weaponry have increased global
dangers.

e Social Institutions: Technology has changed how families, marriages,
and religions function.

Lessons from History: History teaches us that technology repeats cycles,
impacts both virtual and real worlds, is used by people for their purposes, is
disruptive, and raises important questions about its use.

Final Words: Technology has driven the transformation of society, but it
also brings challenges like environmental issues and inequality. It has
reshaped social interactions but also led to increased energy use and other
problems.

Taken and adapted from:
https://www.engagespark.com/blog/why-technology-innovation-is-the-key-
to-driving-social-change/
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